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Chairman’s Foreword

From the earliest period of working within social partnership structures, there was a vision and belief that Local Area
Partnership Companies could make an impact in addressing social exclusion problems through active research pilot
studies. While it may have been visionary, it has proven in the subsequent years to be one of the hardest aspects

of social partnership work.

Direct socially inclusive intervention actions are typically easy to appreciate. Someone identifies an existing problem;
funding and manpower are targeted at combating the problem and positive results usually emerge. Simple. Pilot
research actions have a more complex nature. It begins with people perceiving a social problem, and rather than
taking practical, targeted steps, there is a focused piece of research, complete with active learning involved. There

is less of a public perception of having achieved or changed anything.

With this process, the production of the research is more correctly seen as the starting, rather than the finish point.
Active pilot research projects identify, quantify and qualify problems. They set out to define and clarify complex
problems while identifying actions and roles for social partners as well significant proposals for government, state
agencies and other social partners in terms of policy formulation and responses. Again, this hard work does not
appear to have a highly visible impact, yet this baseline research is critical to ensure that the policy responses are
appropriately honed and correctly targeted. It sets the foundations for informed, good decision making which will

hopefully assign funding and manpower supports where they can be most effective.

Throughout our history, DLDC has undertaken a number of action research projects investigating aspects of reducing
barriers to social inclusion for disabled persons, community networks, disadvantaged youth, rural men, rural women,
legally resident immigrants, unemployed persons and smallholder families amongst others. On completion of each
of these projects, DLDC has striven to use the research to focus its own resources as well as a lobbying tool to
influence policy responses from government departments and State Agencies.

This report is another significant DLDC document which will be used to make practical decisions as well as lobbying
resource holders on the best ways in which address the problems of achieving the maximum participation amongst
all school children in an inclusive education system. In closing, | wish to acknowledge the support of the Local

Development Social Inclusion Programme and our colleagues in POBAL through whom the programme is administered.

Jim Slevin, Chairman







